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                                               Michigamme Township 
  William Seppanen, Supervisor                             PO Box 220                              Julia Anderson-Leake, Trustee 

  Neil Hanson, Clerk                                 Michigamme, MI  49861                        Donald DeRoche, Trustee 
  Nicole Haskett, Treasurer                           Phone:  906-323-6608     admin@michigammetownship.com 

 
TOWNSHIP BOARD MEETING 

MONDAY, OCTOBER 11, 2021—7:00 PM 
MINUTES 

ATTENDANCE:  Board Members:  William Seppanen, Nicole Haskett, Neil Hanson, Julia Anderson-Leake, Donald DeRoche 
Guests:  Deborah Kinnunen, Michael Grentz, Raymond Butler, Will Werssert, James McGillie, Attorney via 

Zoom on Butler’s computer, Roger Zappa, Michigamme Twp Attorney, Rhonda Boshears, Kathy Hanson, 
Rhonda and Scott Gravedoni, Rose and John McBride, David Niemi, Nancy Ferro, Ruth Starr, George 
Kendall, Jr., Jenna Zwick, Paul Olson, Irene DeRoche, Beth and Gary Koenig, Denise Lovelace, Sergeant 
Richard Abousselman, K. Segula, Mining Journal, TV6 cameraman 

 
I. CALL TO ORDER – Supervisor Seppanen called the meeting to order at 7:07 pm. 

 
II. ROLL CALL – Clerk Hanson called the roll.  Trustee Anderson-Leake, Treasurer Haskett, Supervisor Seppanen, Trustee 

DeRoche, Clerk Hanson are present.  There is a quorum. 
 

III. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE – recited. 
 

IV. CONSENT AGENDA:  Supervisor Seppanen stated that Michigamme Township lost two of our residents the end of 
September 2021, Dawn Perry and Larry Frisk.  He asked for a moment of silence to honor their service to Michigamme 
as former Board members and other volunteer work.  He added a couple items to the agenda under New Business #4 
Assessors Position and #5 Township Clerk Performance of Duties.  Haskett moved to approve the consent agenda with 
Seppanen seconding.  Anderson-Leake asked where the August month and September month credit card 
reconciliations were as they were not in the Board packet (they were given to Hanson in the holding folder to be 
included in the packet).  Hanson stated that he doesn’t have them and doesn’t know where they are.  Also missing are 
the checks issued for all the other funds besides General Fund.  Hanson stated that in the 7 years that he has been clerk 
he hasn’t included the checks issued from the other funds.  The Board stated that they have received them in the past, 
but they are missing tonight.  The Board expressed the desire to have all the checks issued from all the funds included 
in the packet in the future.  On voice vote, Haskett, Seppanen, and Hanson voted Aye, Anderson-Leake and DeRoche 
voted Nay to approve the Consent agenda.  3 Ayes.  2 Nayes.  Motion carried.  Consent agenda approved. 
1. AGENDA 
2. SEPTEMBER 16, 2021, SPECIAL BOARD MEETING MINUTES 
3. SEPTEMBER 23, 2021, PUBLIC HEARING MEETING MINUTES 
4. TREASURERS REPORT – Haskett stated that the report does not include the ICS account balances as they have not 

been received in the office as yet. 
5. BILLS TO BE PAID – Anderson-Leake asked about Tri Media bill – bill for surveying lot across from the DPW garage.  

DeRoche asked what the $706.96 is on the sewer bills – it is DPW payroll for sewer hours.  The Board would like to 
discuss at the November meeting a limit to how many times Michigamme Township will pay for the employee to 
take the wastewater operator test.  The fee is $45, and this is Jan’s third time and John’s first time taking the test. 
 

V. PUBLIC COMMENT (Three Minutes) – Seppanen read the letter from Cindy Coleman regarding the library, she thanked 
the Board for their continued support of the library.  She added that comments about the refurbishment have been 
favorable.  The public would like the library open for more hours.  No other comments from the public. 
 

VI. BOARD COMMENT – Haskett stated that the Township received the first installment of coronavirus aid grant for 
$17,898.50 which is half of the amount that was requested.  The balance will come in a couple months.  She added that 
she believes there are very few restrictions placed on the funds.  Anderson-Leake stated that Michigamme Township 
applied for two grants for a total of 46,000 for recycling.  The Township was approved for the Recycling Partnership 
grant and the state grant award is expected to be announced by January.  Seppanen thanked Haskett for her efforts in 
preparing the paperwork for the coronavirus aid grant.  Seppanen stated that all records are available for public 
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viewing when the office is open including sewer account lists; the records could be FOIA’d if preferred.  Hanson stated 
that the Board received a letter over the weekend, with a lot of discrepancies and it can’t be counted on to tell the 
Board any detail. 
 

VII. UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 
1. STREET SIGNS – Seppanen stated that the Township needs to have an accurate listing of the signs needed; 

DeRoche stated that he thought the count was 55.  The signs on the outside of the village, Green Road, Purple 
Road, etc., will be included but not County Road 607.  Anderson-Leake asked Seppanen to assign a DPW employee 
to make a detailed list. 
 

2. CEMETERY RAMAKER CIMS PROPOSAL – Seppanen stated that the new proposal is to map the cemetery with the 
available lots, this can be used to add who owns the lot and the names and death dates of persons buried along 
with other pertinent information.  Seppanen asked the Board to attend a meeting at 5:00 pm on Monday, October 
18th to review the proposal information with the representative from Ramaker.  Seppanen stated that he and 
Kinnunen reviewed the system with the representative; it seemed very impressive.  The acreage will be reduced by 
the memorial area that will not be used for burials which may reduce the cost.  Ramaker is an engineering firm and 
designed software for 700 cemeteries nationwide over the past 20 years.  Their newest system is web-based.  The 
Township currently has a ground radar map; this additional software system will overlay the radar map with lots.  
It will make it easier for a clerk to upkeep and will give web access to the public be able to look up persons who are 
buried in the cemetery or those who may be interested in purchasing plots.  Seppanen will reach out to the Spurr 
Township Board to ask them to join the meeting.  Sharing the costs for this system can be discussed with Spurr 
Township; they have not shared in these costs to date. 
 

3. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING ADMINISTRATIVE POWERS – Seppanen stated that the resolution was not placed in 
the board packet by Hanson so that the members could review it before the meeting.  Hanson passed out the 
resolution to the members and asked Roger Zappa, Michigamme Township Attorney, to verify it to confirm that it 
is the amended resolution with Zappa’s suggestions that was sent to Seppanen.  Zappa confirmed it is.  Seppanen 
read the resolution.  Seppanen gave the board history on the original resolution as the previous Supervisor was 
only in the office one day a week, so the Clerk was added because she was here the other days of the week.  The 
March 2017 resolution was the same as the original with Supervisor and Clerk included because that is what the 
previous board has passed.  Anderson-Leake stated that employees cannot play one person against the other if 
there is only one person in charge.  Hanson stated that he was mistaken last month when he stated it was illegal.  
Zappa addressed Hanson’s statement that he said it is ill advised.  Mr. Zappa stated that he did not express that to 
Hanson.  He wrote a four-page letter regarding the non-statutory duties; it is the Board’s responsibility to oversee 
all functions of the Township.  The non-statutory duties can be divided between the Board depending on their 
background and experience.  Zappa added that the Board has a fiduciary duty and is responsible as a whole to the 
general public who elected them.  The Board must assure the municipality is meeting its statutory and non-
statutory obligations and is responsible to periodically review that is occurring.  This resolution does not give any 
one person the authority to make decisions on their own, the person assigned must bring any decisions to the 
Board.  DeRoche stated that he thinks two people should do this and one would be a back-up in case of illness.  
Seppanen stated that a former employee reiterated to him that it was easier for him to communicate with one 
person being in charge rather than two.  Haskett stated that she worked at jobs with two bosses that considered 
themselves as equal.  It was difficult if the bosses gave different direction; it created animosity between the bosses 
and the employee suffered.  One point of contact makes things a lot clearer to the employee.  Kids play parents 
against each other in this same way.  She added that Seppanen is in the office whenever she comes in and is 
available.  If something big occurs, Seppanen would inform the rest of the board members of the issue.  DeRoche 
asked if there ever has been a problem with this in the past.  Seppanen stated that controversy has happened in 
the past.  He added that if he goes on vacation, he could appoint someone to take his place for that short period.  
He is not planning a long vacation until after his term ends.  Anderson-Leake moved to accept the resolution R-
2021-10-11-#11 in the interest of promoting the efficient operation of the Township with Haskett seconding.  
Anderson-Leake added that the Board could pay Seppanen for these non-statutory duties; but is electing not to.  
Seppanen is stating that he is not asking for pay in this role.  Roll call:  Seppanen, Aye, DeRoche, Nay, Anderson-
Leake, Aye, Haskett, Aye, Hanson, Nay.  3 Ayes.  2 Nayes.  Motion passed. 
 

VIII. NEW BUSINESS: 
1. RAYMOND BUTLER PROPOSAL ON LAND USE – Mr. Butler is interested in getting a license in cultivation and 

processing of marijuana in Michigamme Township and shipping it downstate for retail sale there.  He is looking at 
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purchasing property in the area which would be indoor cultivation only, nothing outdoors and non-visible.  The 
property he is interested in is 72 acres on both sides of US Hwy 41 just beyond the Peshekee Lumber Yard, but he 
is proposing to use only the south side of the property for the operation.  It will be a pole barn with indoor 
greenhouses generating no light pollution.  There is also no smell because there will be adequate filtration with 
everything being organic.  The State requires security be available and regulates the grow operation, the Township 
doesn’t have any regulatory responsibility.  Zappa stated that currently Michigamme Township has an ordinance 
that prohibits marijuana establishments in the Township.  Mr. Butler’s attorney sent a template ordinance that 
could be reviewed and adopted by the Township to Mr. Zappa.  He added that the Township needs to establish 
what zoning districts that this type of facility can be in for this and future applicants and whether the Township 
wants to establish a limit of how many facilities can be in a certain zone and where they can be placed.  He is 
recommending that a conditional use permit be secured for these establishments.  Mr. Zappa added that tonight’s 
action needs to only be a consensus of what the Board wishes to do moving forward.  Mr. Butler’s attorney, James 
McGillie, who was attending via zoom on Mr. Butler’s computer, stated a 10% excise tax for retail or micro-
business is collected and dispersed in the area where it is located.  This proposal is for a cultivation operation only 
and not a micro-business or retail.  The benefit of this operation would be the increase in taxable value for the 
property purchased and the Township receives an annual license fee that is set by the Township, not to exceed 
$5,000.  The use of local resources for gas and restaurants could potentially increase from commercial 
transportation of the product along with employing 10-30 local persons within the next year with the expected 
wages of $25 per hour to start with benefits.  The expected square footage of the building would be around 10,000 
sq. ft. or two buildings at 5,000 sq. ft. each to begin with.  They are looking at property in Humboldt or Republic as 
an alternate.  They don’t have investors or a hedge-fund behind them, they are using their own funds.  The 
industry uses electricity and produces product in one-pound increments.  The electrical infrastructure is in place 
with the transmission lines running through and it will be a greenhouse in ground.  They expect to eventually bring 
electricity back to the grid by using solar or thermal energy.  They would like to build one structure and later 
possibly build another.  The state limits the number of establishments in one location.  They would consider retail 
later if the Board and community is of that mindset.  Seppanen stated that the Board needs to decide if the 
Township should opt-in.  Anderson-Leake believes that it would be good for the community.  Mr. Butler stated that 
he wants the community to be involved and nobody upset with him.  Seppanen stated that he told Mr. Butler that 
the Township residents voted no on legalizing marijuana and would most likely not want a retail operation in the 
community.  Michigamme was picked by Mr. Butler because he used to work in the area, fell in love with the area, 
and wants to live and raise his family here.  Anderson-Leake made a motion to move forward with following Mr. 
Zappa’s recommendation to write a new ordinance to opt-in for consideration and take the next appropriate steps 
to approve the new ordinance before rescinding the opt-out ordinance.  Hanson seconded the motion.  Roll Call:  
Hanson, Aye, DeRoche, Aye, Anderson-Leake, Aye, Haskett, Aye, Seppanen, Aye.  5 Ayes.  0 Nayes.  Motion carried. 
 

2. ANDERSON TACKMAN AUDIT REPORT – Mike Grentz, CPA, gave a report on the completed audit, the net position 
at the end of the year is $9.2 million with a net increase of just over $1 million over the last year.  Of note this 
includes the equity of the buildings in the Township.  The sewer fund increased about $12,000 in the current year 
with $78,815 in unrestricted funds that can be used to maintain the sewer system.  The General Fund and Fire 
Fund balances (income over expenses) increased the most this current year due to the receipt of the Eagle Mine 
Severance tax.  The one finding is that Anderson, Tackman assisted in putting the audit together because of the 
lack of adequate staff to prepare all information included in the financial statements.  The audit went smoothly, 
and appropriate paperwork was filed timely with the State.  Seppanen thanked Mr. Grentz and stated that his staff 
were very friendly and professional when they came to the Township; he wanted to know if his firm will be 
available to perform our audits in the future.  Mr. Grentz said yes. 
 

3. CEMETERY CLOSING DATE – Seppanen suggested that the cemetery be closed on October 25, 2021.  The date of 
the last burial will be October 20th.  Residents need to remove all items for winter by that date.  Anderson-Leake 
moved to close the cemetery on Monday, October 25, 2021, with DeRoche seconding.  5 Ayes.  0 Nayes.  Motion 
carried.  The Township will post a public notice regarding this closing date. 
 

4. ASSESSOR POSITION – Jackie Solomon has taken a new job as the County Treasurer and will need to resign as our 
assessor.  Solomon recommended several names for potential assessor applicants.  One is a MMAO-Level 4 
assessor, Dulcee Ranta from Marquette Township.  She is very knowledgeable, but Seppanen did not contact her 
because he felt she would be too expensive.  Seppanen contacted Cameron Fuess a MAAO-Level 3 assessor, the 
current assessor for Negaunee Township and a part-time worker in County Equalization, who thanked him for 
considering him but declined because he is too busy.  Dylan Jurasin is interested in applying for the position; he is 
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Humboldt Township’s current assessor.  He is a MCAO-Level 2 assessor and will be working on level three 
certification.  He is resigning his full-time job in the County Register of Deeds at Marquette County.  Haskett and 
Seppanen interviewed Mr. Jurasin today; his salary requirement is $13,520 and he wishes to be a 1099 contracted 
person.  If the Township wants him to be a salaried employee his salary requirement is $15,000 plus mileage and 
postage reimbursement.  Seppanen and Haskett are recommending that the Township offer him this salary as a 
1099 contracted person.  Anderson-Leake congratulated Jackie Solomon on her new position as the County 
Treasurer.  Seppanen stated that Solomon indicated that she enjoyed working for Michigamme Township but 
couldn’t pass up this opportunity.  Anderson-Leake asked if the Township should have a contract with Mr. Jurasin.  
Zappa stated that assessors frequently do have a contract and it would be cost efficient if Mr. Jurasin already has 
one rather than having him start from scratch writing a new one.  Haskett moved to extend the offer to Mr. Jurasin 
and ask if he has a contract that we can have our lawyer review with Anderson-Leake seconding.  Roll Call:  
DeRoche, Aye, Anderson-Leake, Aye, Haskett, Aye, Seppanen, Aye, Hanson, Aye.  5 Ayes.  0 Nayes.  Motion carried. 
 

5. TOWNSHIP CLERK PERFORMANCE OF DUTIES – Seppanen asked Hanson if he prefers to go into closed session.  
Hanson declined that option.  Seppanen stated that the agenda doesn’t have a statutory duty assigned to any 
particular board member per MTA, but their recommendation is that since the Supervisor is the chair of the 
meeting it would be advantageous for the Supervisor to complete the agenda; any Board member can add 
anything to the agenda.  Seppanen stated that he asked Hanson to work on the agenda as they completed it 
together in the past with Hanson pulling up the agenda on the computer and typing it as they ran through what 
needed to be added and moved to unfinished business.  Hanson would not pull up the agenda on the computer 
but chose to write it out rather than type it as he stated he had something else up on the computer at the time.  
Seppanen and the Administrative Assistant completed the current agenda so that it could be uploaded on the 
website as required before the meeting as Hanson had an appointment and was not coming in until later that 
evening.  Upon seeing the printed agenda which was put in the orange folder to be included in the Board packets, 
Hanson removed this item from the agenda, reprinted it, and put his revision of the agenda in the Board packets.  
Anderson-Leake stated that the Board has not received complete board packets, for the last two meetings the 
credit card reconciliations have been missing in the packet.  When asked for the missing items at meetings, Hanson 
states that he either put them in the packet or doesn’t know where they are.  Hanson stated that the 
Administrative Assistant does the credit card reconciliations.  (Update - the Administrative Assistant performs the 
credit card reconciliations every month around the third week when VISA bills are received and puts 6 copies of 
the reconciliations of each credit card in an orange folder labeled “Hold for Board Meeting” which is given to 
Hanson to include in the Board packets.  This information is important to the Board as it allows them to see the 
details of what was paid with a credit card rather than a check.)  Anderson-Leake added that if a non-employee 
other than the deputy clerk is doing work for the Township the Board needs to approve it.  Other persons are not 
bonded as the elected officials, deputies and Administrative Assistant are.  She added that she, as a Trustee, does 
not have access to information on the computer and Kathy Hanson as a non-employee is accessing items on 
Hanson’s computer which is not appropriate.  Haskett stated that she has had communication challenges with 
Hanson not answering texts and calls and Hanson calling her husband regarding board packets being ready rather 
than her.  She added that when the new deputy clerk needed to come in and sign bank paperwork, Hanson didn’t 
pass on that information to his deputy.  The banker arrived at the office as scheduled, the deputy clerk was called 
by the office at the last minute to come in to sign them.  Anderson-Leake stated that Hanson paid two employees 
that were no longer employed.  Haskett stated that all the biweekly payroll was incorrect, that the time sheets 
were not used to prepare the payroll even though Hanson had them.  Hanson stated that the employees were 
cued up, he didn’t know how to change it, wondered why they old ones were listed, he printed them to get the 
payroll completed because the Administrative Assistant refused to do anything for him.  Anderson-Leake stated 
that Hanson wrote a letter to the Board stating that he was cleared to reassume his duties and if he found because 
of his illness he could no longer perform his duties he would approach the Board to discuss options.  This item was 
added to the agenda to give Hanson an opportunity to address the outstanding issues.  Hanson stated that the 
letter the Board received was full of falsehoods and exaggerations, that the Administrative Assistant was not 
truthful with the status of the items listed that she was performing for him or noted were not completed.  
Anderson-Leake stated that she is most concerned about the missing security key for the election machine and the 
qualified vote file not being updated on a timely basis.  Hanson stated that the Township can ask the County Clerk 
if the files are incomplete and that the County Clerk has everything from the Township.  Anderson-Leake stated 
that it is not appropriate for one Board member to take an item that was placed on the agenda off just because 
that Board member doesn’t want it discussed.  Seppanen asked Mr. Zappa to interject in the discussion.  Mr. Zappa 
stated that it is the Supervisor’s statutory duty to run the meeting and maintain the order during the meeting.  The 
Board is not following Robert’s Rules of order.  DeRoche stated that he agrees that a Board member should not 
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take something off the agenda; the agenda can be amended at the meeting with additions or deletions.  He added 
that he does not understand why Hanson is objecting to Seppanen producing the agenda as it seems reasonable 
and would relieve Hanson from a task.  DeRoche asked that the Board work together.  Haskett agreed that 
communication between the Board needs to be improved.  Anderson-Leake stated that the Administrative 
Assistant can be asked to assist any one of the Board as necessary, but she does need to prioritize her own duties 
as she is currently swamped.  (Update – the Administrative Assistant asked the Board in the letter to allow her to 
continue to complete all payrolls in the future.  Hanson has asked the Administrative Assistant to complete the 
minutes which is his assigned statutory duty; she has agreed to continue to take notes and type the minutes.) 
 

IX. PUBLIC COMMENT (Three Minutes) - Rhonda Gravedoni – thanked the Board for the job they are doing, respect needs 
to be given and will be received in the same way; Kathy Hanson – she has helped Neil be his hands and legs when he 
was having trouble navigating, Neil has served the Board well in the past and he has checked with the County Clerk on 
everything that he is doing, people are believing Debbie over Neil which upsets her. 
 

X. BOARD COMMENT – Seppanen stated that item #5. discussed tonight was on the Board agenda for August’s meeting 
but Hanson demanded it be removed after speaking to Linda Talsma; as the County Clerk, Talsma has no jurisdiction 
over Michigamme Township’s agenda, he did speak to her about it.  Anderson-Leake thanked Mrs. Gravedoni for her 
positive words and thanked Kathy Hanson for supporting her husband and helping him, she believes that there needs 
to be more communication with the Board, she asks that the residents in the community stop posting false statements 
on social media, that would help everyone, she looks forward to a full packet at the next meeting in order to make 
good decisions for the Township.  DeRoche stated that the Board can continue fighting or start working together.  
Seppanen stated that he has worked with Hanson, helping him with Board packets and other items and has never told 
Hanson that he doesn’t trust or respect what he says.  Hanson had no comment.  Haskett had no comment. 
 

XI. ADJOURNMENT - Seppanen moved to adjourn the meeting with DeRoche seconding.  5 Ayes.  0 Nayes.  Meeting 
adjourned at 9:33 pm. 


