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                                               Michigamme Township 
  William Seppanen, Supervisor                             PO Box 220                              Julia Anderson-Leake, Trustee 

  Neil Hanson, Clerk                                 Michigamme, MI  49861                        Donald DeRoche, Trustee 
  Nicole Haskett, Treasurer                           Phone:  906-323-6608     admin@michigammetownship.com 

 
TOWNSHIP BOARD MEETING 

MONDAY, DECEMBER 13, 2021—7:00 PM 
MINUTES 

ATTENDANCE:  Board Members:  William Seppanen, Nicole Haskett, Neil Hanson, Julia Anderson-Leake, Donald DeRoche 
Guests:  Deborah Kinnunen, Kathy Hanson, Raymond Butler, Brian Scott Adams, Nancy Ferro, Rhonda 

Boshears, Beth Koenig, Bill Gierut, David Niemi, Scott Gravedoni, Rhonda Gravedoni 
 

I. CALL TO ORDER – Seppanen called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm 
 

II. ROLL CALL – Hanson called the roll – Trustee Anderson-Leake, Treasurer Haskett, Supervisor Seppanen, Trustee 
DeRoche, Clerk Hanson are present.  There is a quorum. 
 

III. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE – Recited. 
 

IV. CONSENT AGENDA: Seppanen moved to approve the consent agenda, seconded by Hanson.  5 Ayes.  Motion carried. 
1. AGENDA 
2. NOVEMBER 8, 2021, MICHIGAMME TOWNSHIP BOARD MEETING MINUTES – under Recycling Partnership Grant 

change words to “provides funds for” education… 
3. SPECIAL TOWNSHIP BOARD MEETING MINUTES NOVEMBER 17,2021 
4. TREASURER’S REPORT 
5. BILLS TO BE PAID - Jack Wells provided burial digging 

 
V. PUBLIC COMMENT (Three Minutes) – Rhonda Boshears commented. 

 
VI. BOARD COMMENT – Anderson-Leake – sesquicentennial meeting is on January 5, 2022, at 6:00 pm at the Community 

Building.  If you want to be included in those meetings you need to come to the meeting and give contact information 
to be informed of dates and times for additional meetings.  Watching grant availability for storm water and fire gear.  
DeRoche mentioned the fire runs that occurred in November and that the Fire Board is reviewing the specifications for 
the new fire truck.  A Fire Board member asked that the pay be increased to at least $35.  The men’s bathroom door 
was open at the park last week, not sure why.  Seppanen will add it to the agenda for the new budget when 
appropriate.  Haskett asked Republic Schools if the Republic Fire department did education; they already had their 
education and do not need contributions at this time.  Dylan Jurasin, new Township Assessor, introduced himself and 
mentioned the Board of Review meeting on December 14th. 
 

VII. UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 
1. STREET SIGNS REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL - Hanson has not started the street sign bids, says he dropped the ball.  

Anderson-Leake gave Hanson the list of three local vendors from which to garner quotes. 
 

2. SALE OF GARBAGE TRUCK – Haskett has not had any interested persons to date on the market-place ad.  
Anderson-Leake mentioned that the administrative assistant researched alternative trade ad availability.  
Anderson-Leake followed up on the ad sites and stated that there are trade ads available that are reasonably 
priced.  She gave the Board some information of the costs for the basic package and more advance packages that 
do include pictures.  DeRoche moved to start an ad on the trader magazine presented by Anderson-Leake with 
Hanson seconding.  Roll Call:  Anderson-Leake, Aye, DeRoche, Aye, Hanson, Aye, Haskett, Aye, Seppanen, Aye.  5 
Ayes.  0 Nayes.  Motion carried.  Haskett will follow up with securing the ad on the site. 
 

VIII. NEW BUSINESS: 
1. RAYMOND BUTLER UPDATE – Mr. Butler gave an update on his progress on the Special Use Permit request.  He is 

still collaborating with his attorney and the Township Attorney to approve the ordinance language.  Zappa told 
Seppanen that he expects action in January as he has been very busy recently.  Mr. Butler stated that he has closed 
on the property and is waiting to move forward. 
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2. SET 2022 DATES FOR TOWNSHIP BOARD MEETING – Township Board meetings are held the second Monday of the 
month at 7:00 pm.  The DDA is changing their meeting time to 6:00 pm.  The Planning Commission is holding a 
work session at 5:30 pm prior to the 6:00 pm meeting, both are open to the public.  Hanson moved with Seppanen 
seconding that the 2022 meetings schedule be approved.  5 Ayes.  0 Nayes.  Motion carried. 
 

3. PERMISSION TO APPLY FOR USDA GRANT – Anderson-Leake stated that the grant she was researching for the fire 
truck would not be approved because the Township currently has enough funds saved to cover the cost.  Currently 
she is working on a USDA grant to improve the Park buildings by updating the doors, windows, kitchen, bathrooms, 
etc.  The gal she is working with is happy that a new township may be applying.  The next step will take place in 
January if the initial request is allowed by the grant authority.  At that time, Anderson-Leake will need to have this 
item added to the January 2022 agenda for the Board to approve the application. 
 

4. NEW POLICE CONTRACT – Anderson-Leake stated that the Township previously had a contract with the sheriff for 
police patrol from 2010 – 2015.  She spoke with Captain Kangas regarding a new contract.  She stated that there 
must be a contract for a minimum of forty hours, and he suggested that Michigamme Township enter a contract 
with neighboring townships.  Seppanen asked Champion and Humboldt Townships if they are interested in 
combining with them in the new contract which would give each township police coverage for 13.5 hours per 
week.  The cost will be $50 per hour.  Captain Kangas asked that a representative attend the upcoming planned 
presentation he is holding at the Negaunee Township Hall.  Anderson-Leake explained that the billing time would 
start when the officer enters the Township boundaries.  She added that the sheriff on duty can enforce the 
Township ordinances that currently cannot be enforced since there is no contract.  Seppanen stated that he is 
planned to attend the presentation.  The Board agreed that police patrolling is needed in the township and is 
interested in pursuing an annual contract with the Marquette County Sheriff’s department.  Seppanen stated that 
he will notify Champion and Humboldt townships that Michigamme is interested in pursuing a combined contract. 
 

5. REDEVELOPMENT READINESS COMMUNITY PUBLIC PARTICIPATION PLAN APPROVAL – Seppanen stated that this 
plan is required for the RRC certification which aids in the Township qualifying for grants.  He added that Mr. 
Dellangelo had presented this plan to the Board previously, but it had not been officially approved.  Anderson-
Leake stated that this is part of the Michigamme Township Master Plan.  She added the Planning Commission is 
going to conduct another public forum and survey which is a requirement in the master plan to be completed 
every five years.  The last survey and public forum were conducted in 2018.  Seppanen stated that the Township 
does follow this plan.  Seppanen moved that the Public Participation Plan be approved with Anderson-Leake 
seconding.  5 Ayes.  0 Nayes.  Motion carried. 
 

6. IDI DNR GRANT ENGINEERING SERVICES PROPOSAL – Seppanen presented the engineering proposal from 
Integrated Designs Inc. (IDI) Architecture Engineering Consulting firm for the Park DNR Grant for redevelopment of 
the tennis and basketball courts.  The proposal is for $1,000 total.  The $120,000 grant application allows up to 
15% for engineering and design which would come to approximately $18,000; this proposal is very inexpensive.  
Seppanen stated that Ms. Kinnunen sent the items that were developed by Jan Anderson and Bob Dellangelo and 
included in the 2021 DNR grant applications submitted so the firm has the initial information it needs to complete 
the task.  He believes that is why the proposal is so reasonable.  Haskett moved to accept the proposal with 
DeRoche seconding.  Roll Call: Haskett, Aye, Seppanen, Aye, Hanson, Aye, DeRoche, Aye, Anderson-Leake, Aye.  5 
Ayes.  0 Nayes.  Motion carried.  Seppanen will sign the proposal and send it to IDI. 
 

7. BUDGET RESOLUTIONS – Seppanen presented and read the budget resolutions for the General Fund, Community 
Building Fund, Fire Fund, Sanitation Fund, Park Fund, Road Fund and Sewer Fund.  These resolutions are the first 
prepared since the new fiscal year began April 1, 2021; it reflects eight months of expenses incurred through 
November 30, 2021.  Hanson moved to accept the budget resolutions with Haskett seconding.  Roll Call:  
Seppanen, Aye, Hanson, Aye, DeRoche, Aye, Anderson-Leake, Aye, Haskett, Aye.  5 Ayes.  0 Nayes.  Motion carried. 
 

8. TOWNSHIP CONTRACTS – Anderson-Leake explained the contract software templates that are available for 
construction bids at $39 each.  She is recommending that we purchase the basic contract which costs $39 per 
contract as she believes an unlimited contract is not necessary for the number of contracts that the Township 
normally needs.  The sample provided is a basic construction contract.  The Board can review the basic contract 
and decide whether to use these templates for any future projects that need to be out on bids. 
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9. JOHN DEERE TRACTOR PROPOSAL – Seppanen stated that Northland Sales and Equipment stopped by with a 
backhoe loader that is available from them that they acquired from Calumet Minnesota.  They are willing to allow 
us to trial it for one week.  The Township can ask if they will give us a deal with a trade in for our John Deere.  The 
Board discussed the need for a backhoe loader to be used in the cemetery for burials, for the dumpster days to 
compact the garbage to make it more efficient, snow removal and other tasks needed for large equipment around 
the Township.  The DPW employees have rented the machines and sometimes they have not been available 
timely.  Seppanen suggested that the Board authorize John Howe to research options to purchase one either used 
or new.  Anderson-Leake stated that she will check grant availability for equipment purchases.  The trader ad site 
that was discussed tonight has these types of equipment advertised on them.  The Board agreed to give John 
Howe the authority to investigate the availability of equipment for purchase. 
 

IX. PUBLIC COMMENT (Three Minutes) – Scott Gravedoni, Rhonda Gravedoni, and Beth Koenig commented. 
 

X. BOARD COMMENT – Anderson-Leake stated it was a productive meeting, that the Board was conducting its business 
and she thinks that the Board can do very good things.  She also stated that she was saddened to read on the 
Michigamme Community Facebook site the comment of wondering who was going to be the Santa and if he was going 
to be a Grinch.  DeRoche asked who the Santa is this year.  Seppanen stated that it is the same Santa as last year, Matt 
Skytta.  Seppanen stated that on the back page of tonight’s agenda the date for the next 150-year sesquicentennial 
meeting is January 5th not the 13th at 6:00 pm.  He added that the County Election Commission did not vote 
unanimously to accept the recall petition wording, the Judge and County Clerk voted yes, the County Treasurer voted 
no because of the words giving away land, she stated that is not factual and was misleading, road right of way land 
cannot be given away.  Hanson asked if the petition really stated that about the land.  Seppanen repeated what he said 
about the language and vote on the petition and added that he did not give away land. 
 

XI. ADJOURNMENT – Hanson moved to adjourn the meeting seconded by Haskett.  5 Ayes. 0 Nayes.  Meeting adjourned at 
8:06 pm. 


