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Michigamme Township 
  William Seppanen, Supervisor                             PO Box 220                              Julia Anderson-Leake, Trustee 

  Neil Hanson, Clerk                                 Michigamme, MI  49861                        Donald DeRoche, Trustee 
  Nicole Haskett, Treasurer                           Phone:  906-323-6608     admin@michigammetownship.com 

 
MICHIGAMME TOWNSHIP 

SPURR TOWNSHIP 
SPECIAL BOARD MEETING 

MICHIGAMME TOWNSHIP COMMUNITY BUILDING 
TOWNSHIP BOARD ROOM 

OCTOBER 11, 2021—6:00 PM 
 

MINUTES 
 

ATTENDANCE:  Board Members:  Michigamme Twp: William Seppanen, Nicole Haskett, Neil Hanson, Julia Anderson-Leake, 
Donald DeRoche 
Spurr Twp: Cindy Dittman, Vickie Voegtline, Lori Carlson, Jay Killoran, Rose Ekdahl 
Guests:  Deborah Kinnunen, Kathy Hanson, Joe Perry, Ruth Starr, Rose and John McBride, Jenna Zwick, Paul 

Olson, George Kendall Jr 
 

I. CALL TO ORDER – 6:00 pm 
 

II. ROLL CALL – Hanson called the roll for Michigamme Township Board members:  Haskett, DeRoche, Anderson-Leake, 
Seppanen, Hanson – all present 
Voegtline called the roll for Spurr Township Board members: Dittman, Voegtline, Carlson, Killoran, Ekdahl – all present 
There is a quorum.  

 
III. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE - Recited 

 
IV. AGENDA APPROVAL – Seppanen added V.  Minutes Approval – July 21, 2021, Michigamme Spurr Meeting; remove Old 

Business #4. Junior Fire Fighter Program, add VIII. New Business #1. Joe Perry, Fire Chief, Fire Truck Bid Process.  
Seppanen asked for any other additions to the agenda.  Voegtline moved to approve agenda, Haskett seconded.  10 
Ayes.  0 Nayes.  Motion carried. 
 

V. MINUTES APPROVAL – July 21, 2021, Michigamme Spurr Meeting - Anderson-Leake moved to approve the minutes 
with Killoran seconding.  10 Ayes.  0 Nayes.  Motion carried. 

 
VI. PUBLIC COMMENT (Three Minutes) - None 

 
VII. BOARD COMMENT – Anderson-Leake stated she is glad the Boards are getting this done. 

 
VIII. NEW BUSINESS: 

1. JOE PERRY, FIRE CHIEF, FIRE TRUCK BID PROCESS – The cost is expected to be around $400,000 to $450,000 which 
is less than what he stated to the Board previously.  The manufacturer states that the construction is 18-24 months 
out.  Charlie Gardner and John Koski have toured Pierce Arrow’s manufacturing plant in Appleton, Wisconsin.  The 
two manufacturers that he has contacted are Pierce Arrow and BME.  Once the bid is awarded both potential 
manufacturers require a down payment which is around $130,000 on the commercial chassis.  Currently the fire 
department is working on items that are broken on the 1,000-gallon pumper.  Anderson-Leake asked what 
happens with the old truck.  Perry stated that the fire department would sell it.  Anderson-Leake asked if the 
Township has ever approached the Casino’s for any donations.  She added that these entities give to emergency 
services as part of their policy.  The Township does the bidding process to specific manufacturers and the fire 
department will give the Township the specifications that they require on the new truck.  Anderson-Leake asked 
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what the timeline is on this bidding process.  Perry stated that he can get the specifications within the month to 
the Townships in time for their next Board meetings.  Haskett asked if there are any townships out there selling 
their trucks, but she surmised that most fire departments are holding onto their two- or three-years old trucks.  
Perry stated that in his experience the Township should not consider buying a used fire truck because you don’t 
know who has been running it, it may have mud in it and other unforeseen problems.  DeRoche stated that new 
would have a warranty.  Anderson-Leake asked if the manufacturer trains the firemen on the use of the truck; 
Perry stated that they do. 

 
IX. OLD BUSINESS: 

1. DISCUSS CEMETERY ORDINANCE – Page 2 Section F needs to be rewritten; page 2 g. decide who pays for 
movement if township makes a mistake – both townships will share the cost.  Add what happens if it’s the family’s 
or township’s mistake.  Page 3 How many per plot?  Suggested 1 full burial and 1 cremains in one plot.  Could get 3 
cremains in a plot if no full burial.  D.  need to work on this item.  Page 3. E.  Borders especially cement borders 
need to be disallowed because they interfere with mowing and upkeep. Page 3. F. Needs a form letter and decide 
who checks this.  Section 6. A. Need a number added for markers (1 or up to 3).  Page 4. Section 9. cremains - Clerk 
needs to approve the container – amend this – check if there are state regulations for cemeteries.  Section 8. B.  
Do we have winter storage?  No, take that section out.  Page 5 – brick, blocks, borders – address this.  I. talks about 
grave border materials, which needs to be addressed.  Section 12 has a typo – such plots…  Ask Julia for her 
comments on each page.  The Boards will work on the ordinance and bring back comments to the next meeting. 
 

2. DISCUSS PAYMENT OF CEMETERY MAINTENANCE – Voegtline stated that Spurr Township never formally voted on 
the $50 mowing per month for their share of fuel and other mowing costs, however they have been paying this to 
Michigamme Township.  Because Spurr Township never signed the letter of agreement for the Lakeview Cemetery 
and there was controversy regarding whether Spurr Township was going to continue to be in dual governance with 
Michigamme Township, Michigamme Township never billed Spurr Township for half the cemetery wages in 2019 
and 2020.  Michigamme Township has forgiven those years wages and move forward with the assumption that 
Spurr Township is going to agree to pay half the expenses of the cemetery which would include half the cemetery 
DPW employee wages for maintenance and upkeep and supplies.  These expenses occur from May through 
October when the cemetery is open.  Seppanen stated that the previous Spurr Township Board did not pass the 
cemetery millage, then later they passed it.  Michigamme Township received a letter that Spurr Township was 
going to withdraw from the cemetery.  Spurr Township residents stated that it is not fair that Spurr Township 
passed a millage and are going to withdraw from the cemetery.  Ekdahl stated that Spurr Township ran out of 
millage funds to pay for the expenses.  Seppanen stated that Michigamme Township doesn’t have a millage for the 
cemetery and uses general fund monies for cemetery expenses which Spurr Township could do also.  Carlson 
stated that if Spurr Township is paying half the expenses it should be receiving half the revenue.  Michigamme 
Township has minimal revenue in the cemetery (currently only burial fee collection); it mistakenly as not been 
selling lots in the cemetery as is required by law.  The letter of agreement needs to change the wording 
“Michigamme Township” to “Lakeview Cemetery in Michigamme Township”.  Spurr Township Board members 
were reminded that they received an approved annual budget that included the actual income and expenses that 
Michigamme incurred in the previous year.  Michigamme Township will send a current profit and loss statement 
for the Lakeview Cemetery to Spurr Township.  Spurr Township asked for a heads up to any large expenses that are 
planning to be incurred, which Michigamme Township agreed to do.  The Boards agreed to add that they agree to 
share half of the revenue in the letter of agreement.  Add a statement regarding the $50 monthly expense for gas 
and $50 monthly expense for administrative services to be reviewed annually.  (Update, the $50 administrative fee 
that is currently billed to Spurr Township is for Fire and EMS administrative services being done by Michigamme 
Township, not cemetery administrative services.  The Board will need to decide if an additional fee for 
administrative services should be added if more details are going to be required between the Boards regarding 
revenue sharing, etc.)  Seppanen will ask the Administrative Assistant to make the corrections to the Letter 
Agreement to bring it back to the Boards for the November 17, 2021 meeting. 
 

3. SET DATES FOR FUTURE MEETINGS – The Boards decided the next meeting will be held on November 17, 2021, at 
6:00 pm at Spurr Township so they can decide on the fire truck bid specifications and set the request for proposal 
bid deadline.  Seppanen stated that the Boards could be open and set the next meeting date at the November 
meeting or conduct a quick poll to see when the next date may work to hold the combined meeting perhaps in 
December.  Carlson stated that the Board should research if Covid funds can be used for the fire truck because 
Spurr Township doesn’t have sewer or water infrastructure to use their funds on.  Anderson-Leake can research 
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the tribes for funds availability.  The Board asked Mr. Perry to make a list of what fire department assets that the 
departments already have, put together the average number of calls the department responds to and the mutual 
agreement coverage the departments provide in both counties that the Board can use to secure any outside entity 
funds or Covid funds.  Mr. Perry will provide this information to the Boards for the November 17th meeting if not 
before that date as he will not be able to attend that meeting. 

 
X. PUBLIC COMMENT (Three Minutes) – Rose McBride stated that she bought a biodegradable urn for her mother’s burial. 

 
XI. BOARD COMMENT – None. 

 
XII. ADJOURNMENT - Seppanen moved to adjourn the meeting with Ekdahl seconding.  10 Ayes.  0 Nayes.  Motion carried.  

Meeting adjourned at 7:00 pm. 


